Fabrication
Fabrication: Making up data Inexcusable under any conditions…even if you "know" what the result of an experiment will be, you can only report actual data People who have fabricated data often report they felt great pressure to produce results.
If you feel under too great a pressure, you need to seek ways to alleviate it and/or seek a different kind of position -allegations of fabrication can ruin your career! SCIENTIFIC MISCONDUCT:
Psychologist Made Up Sex Bias Results

Constance Holden
The career of a promising young social psychologist lies in ruins following her admission that she "fabricated" five experiments on social discrimination that she conducted while at Harvard University… the Office of Research Integrity of the Department of Health and Human Services announced that Karen Ruggiero "engaged in scientific misconduct by fabricating data in research supported by the National Institutes of Health."…In addition to retracting four published studies, Ruggiero is banned from receiving federal research funds or serving on government advisory committees for 5 years…Harvard psychologist Herbert Kelman says Ruggiero's admission of misconduct "came as a complete shock." He characterizes her as "very well organized, very hardworking. ... In some respects quite a perfectionist."
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the use of someone else's words or ideas without proper acknowledgement All research is based on a foundation of scientific knowledge Anytime you write about this knowledge, you must cite the source unless the information is common knowledge "you find the same information undocumented in at least five other sources," or "you think a person could easily find the information with general reference sources." (OWL at Any time you use exact words or phrases from the citation they must appear in quotation marks. Again, cite the source.
Correct usage: "myriad colors" were used by the painter to show the "transformation from the dream world to reality" (S. L. Brock) Source: The artist employed myriad colors to illustrate the transformation from the dream world to reality
Mosaic Plagiarism
Changing a few words or slightly reworking sentences or paragraphs does not make a true paraphrase! Source: The artist employed myriad colors to illustrate the transformation from the dream world to reality Plagiarism: The painter used many colors to show the change from the imaginary world to actuality (S. Brock) Correct usage: Color can be an way to show transitions, and in this case, the painter uses it to show where fiction ends and reality begins (S. Brock) Although the words have been exchanged for similar words, the sentence structure is the same. Even though the original author is credited, this text is too close to the original to be a paraphrase! Both the words and sentence structure have been significantly altered. This is a true paraphrase.
Is it possible to plagiarize your own words?
Self-plagiarism (academic) is when you publish the same work and/or submit the same work for credit in two different classes
In the case of published work, copyright infringement issues take over:
Publication typically involves transferring copyright to the publisher (with the stipulation that it isn't being submitted elsewhere simultaneously). Once the transfer is effected, "your words" belong to the publisher. Recycling of paragraphs or phrases from your published work becomes copyright infringement! "At out-of-town basketball games last month, Piper students were greeted with a sign that read "plagiarists," and a few students wore T-shirts that called them cheaters, Sigwing said. Some complain crowds at games have chanted "Cheaters! Cheaters!" A college-educated woman who graduated from Piper six years ago recounted that she was told by a potential employer at a job interview, "You didn't get any kind of education, did you?" The cheating questions prompted all 12 deans of Kansas State University to lecture school board members in a letter that said, "we will expect Piper students ... to buy into (the university's honor code) as part of our culture." " -Loss of integrity for yourself, and your institution
Response from a case at Piper High School in Kansas, where 28 students were given a failing grade for plagiarism, then had their grades reversed after complaints from parents From: "Enron CEO touted company's stock in Sept. chat", CNN, January 19, 2002 What kind of response to dishonesty can you expect at Wayne State?
• Down-grading of your score (even to a failing grade).
• Reporting of incident to your research advisor
• Letter of incident placed in your academic file
• Reporting of incident to departmental chair, college dean, etc.
-Investigation at departmental, college, or University level. It is essential to bring such concerns to the awareness of your colleagues and superiors. Ideally, those who have behaved inappropriately should be induced to come forward themselves Although socially, we prefer to 'mind our own business' and do not want to be labeled as a 'tattletale', it is important to realize that the social demands of science obligate us act as a 'whistleblower' against scientific misconduct when we encounter it.
Remember, while you may be prepared to face the consequences of remaining silent for yourself, scientific misconduct hurts everybody. What about Negligence?
Misconduct due to negligence may seem more forgivable than deliberate misconduct, but it cannot be accepted either. Laziness is not compatible with the scientific method! As scientists, we are expected to be critical of our results, and those of our peers. In order to do so, the methods employed must be rigorous and the data acquired with the greatest care. Only in this way can science advance in the search for truth.
Openness in Science: Good for Everybody?
Science is a social activity, and its success depends on the free exchange of information.
This has been facilitated through the publication process, and credits for discovery are attributed not to the first to do the work, but the first to publish the work. In cases where there is intellectual property that is of potential financial value, patents serve the same purpose.
Nevertheless, there are still stories of ideas being stolen and credit taken from the works of others, and this has induced some questionable protectionist activity: leaving out pertinent details in publications, falsifying data to put people on the wrong track, etc. Many of these activities fall under our notions of scientific misconduct, or are at least on the border-line of being so.
How to balance the need to share and the need to protect one's intellectual property?
Many of the protectionist activities are at least as bad (or worse!) than activities perpetrated by others to steal ideas or credit.
It is essential that as scientists we take a hard line against misconduct in any form, and that appropriate punishment is made where misconduct is evident.
